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the general public. In my job | get to see and do things
that if I'm honest | probably wouldn’t get to do if | didn’t
do this job, and | therefore count my blessings each
time | attend these special events, although if 'm

EDITORIAL

elcome fo the latest feature-packed special
issue of Military Machines International, which

this month follows the theme of ‘Wheels &

Tracks’, the idea being that it encompasses a whole
host of military vehicle related subjects, from tracked honest there are occasions, when | have my doubts,
armour to wheeled softskins, which hopefully means especially af the end of a long day when I'm tired and
that you'll find something in this bumper 100-page issue  the terrain is hilly and it's throwing it down with rain!
that suits your particular tastes in military vehicles. Overall though | have a fantastic job, and | wouldn’t

In this issue you'll find our first report from the annual  swap it for the world, although it would be nice to have
Militracks event held in Overloon, and each year it a little more time for my own projects!
serves as a reminder o me of the privileged position | I'll be back next month with yet another collection
hold as Editor of Military Machines International, of articles to tickle your fancy, but in the meantime
affording me access to places not always accessible to  please enjoy this bumper issue - Ed.

lan Young
Editor
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An exciting new visitor fo the 30th Anniversary War
and Peace Show this year will be the famous
replica WW1 fank — as seen in the Steven Spielberg
blockbuster Warhorse.

This celebrity screen sfar is being loaned fo The
War and Peace Show by the Tank Museum in
Bovingfon — the fank’s new owners.

The full sized replica was based on the
Museum’s own Mark IV, which was builf in 1917.
OSCAR award-winning special effects company Neil
Corbould Special Effects LTD, whose credits include
Saving Privafe Ryan and Gladiator, visited The Tank
Museum in 2010 fo fake measurements and copy
original Mk IV tank documents held in the Museum’s
Archive.

The fully operational replica of a British Mk IV
tank was built around the engine, fransmission and
track from a modern commercial excavator. It
makes only a brief appearance in the film,
symbolizing the brutal impact of technology on the
battlefield and the changes in warfare that the Great
War ushered in. A lot of the armies began WW1
thinking it was going fo be similar fo battles fought
in the 19th Century, but the nature of fechnology
ensured warfare was changed forever. With ifs
infroduction, the passing of the use of a horse in
battle began.

Museum curator David Willey said of the fank:
“The vehicle is a wonderful re-creation with all the
presence and menace of the real thing - just the
way it slightly waddles, it's manoeuvring, ifs speed,
it very much replicates all the foofage we have and
the experiences of members of staff at the Tank
Museum. We are very impressed with its
authenticity.”
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SPIELBERG WARHORSE TANK

COMES TO THE WAR AND PEACE SHOW

War and Peace Show Organiser, Rex Cadman,
is delighted that the fank will appear in July: “we're
very pleased fo be working again with The Tank
Museum, thanks to Director Richard Smith and his
team. That the renewed relationship begins with the
display of such an impressive vehicle is exciting.
The Museum’s original Mark V tank appeared af The
War and Peace Show in 1995 as the star of a
WW1 display in a specially conditioned marquee.
Without doubt The Tank Museum holds the most
impressive collection of tanks in the world — so as
the world’s largest military vehicle spectacular, The
War and Peace Show is keen fo support it.”

Richard Smith, Director of The Tank Museum
added: *“We are delighted to have the support of
The War and Peace Show in assisfing us fo bring
this exciting recent vehicle acquisition fo The War
and Peace Show. We value working with
organisations that help foster a passion for our
subject matter and with the World War One
cenfenaries approaching it is important to keep the
memories and sacrifices of this past generation
alive for generations fo come.”

The Warhorse Tank will feature in the WW1 area
of The War and Peace Show's Living History fields —
alongside the WW1 trenches created by re-enactors
from The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
David Hanmore, of the Regiment said: “we hope
visitors will be as excited as we are that such an
important and iconic vehicle will be af The War and
Peace Show.”

Visitors will also be able fo see the Regiment's
1915 Great War Tank, Water Cart Mk V, which was
found on eBay in a very sad sfate and has been
through a very sympathetic and detailed restoration.

These carts were used through and beyond the
Great War. Pulled by a pair of light draught horses,
the cart would sfop alongside lakes, streams or
ponds and a suction hose thrown into the water.
Using hand pumps bolted to the English Ash frame,
the water would travel through the two filters on the
front of the cart before the purified water was
deposited into the main 125-gallon tank. Excluding
the weight of the cart itself, this gives a payload of
1,250 pounds, which is kept from moving and
swashing around by a set of baffles that divide the
tank info four compartments. Two of these carts
were issued per infantry Battalion during the Great
War so therefore one tank carried the water for just
over 500 men!

Don't miss out on the opportunity to see the
Warhorse tank, which will be on display for the five
days of the War and Peace Show. The War and
Peace Show is on from 18-22 July af The Hop
Farm, Paddock Wood in Kent — for details see:
www.thewarandpeaceshow.com

Tickefs can be booked at:
www.thehopfarm.co.uk
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A EARLY CENTURION TANK

superficial cosmetic

work and it then lay idle untfil | got stuck
' - : into it again this year.

1948 with hull number 283 and then rebuilt in It is fully equipped with No 19 radio and

% tig

Australian reader Tim Vibert emailed us with some

photos and information about his Centurion tank, 1957, and up-armoured to Mk 5 spec. The fank accessories. The original mofor from 1957 ran well,

which turned out fo be earlier than he first thought. was senf fo Hong Kong in the early 1960s and kept  but an oil leak meant it had to come out. Engine bay

Many thanks to Tim for gefting in touch — Ed. in reserve. The Australian Army purchased if in was defailed and a new motor fitted, a challenge

1971 as part of a batch of 15 fo supply parts for working solo! The tank has only done 300 miles

Hi lan, fanks fighting in Vietnam. The Cent was never from the 1957 rebuild so the running gear is in
Some of your readers may be inferested in my issued and partially stripped for spares. Preserved in - good condition. The mono wheel trailer was

early Cent. It came with the 105 Centurions | 1974, the tank was in derelict condition when sourced locally 20 years ago, and is the sole

purchased from the Australian Army in 1989. The received in 1989 and at the fime | knew nothing of survivor of 20 used here.

history as | know it shows that the hull is dated its history, but picked it out as important with 2 early  Love the magazine, regards,

1945 and was issued as a Mk 2 in 1946 with hull bins and turret with rear hafch. | re-aftached enough V

number 126. It was the upgraded to a Mk 3 in fo the engine to get it mobile in 1991 and did some 77/)7 /AQI‘Z‘

Vimoutiers Tiger

MMI reader Ken Rimell emailed us with regard fo our item on the Vimoutiers
Tiger in the June 2012 issue and we thought fellow readers might be inferested
in what Ken had fo say. Our thanks to Ken for getting in fouch and passing on
the information — Ed.

Hi lan,

The excellent Tiger Tank at Vimoutiers story in the June issue is worthy of the
following info. The Tiger was one of five running up the hill fo a refuelling station
afop the hill at Vimoutiers during the Battle of Falaise. Unknown af the time to
the Tiger crews their depof had been attacked by Typhoons the day before and
the remnants fled pending another airborne atfack. Indeed the following day two
Typhoons of 174 Squadron were sent back to asses the damage and if needed
finish it off.

It was while in the area the pilots noted the Tigers out in the open. Turning fo
affack with rockets, much feared by German tank crews, the pilofs were
surprised to see one fank displaying a white sheet of surrender while the other
tank crews fled fo nearby woods. Unknown fo the Typhoon pilots the Tigers were
running on their last dregs of fuel, and by now so were the Typhoons, and with
the Allies less than a mile away called off the attack and returned to base for
further instructions.

Four of the Tigers were indeed bulldozed from the road by American heavy
equipment two days later while the fifth rolled info a ravine where if languished
until 1970 when ‘rescued’ by the villagers who cleaned it up and put it on
roadside display (no doubt fo affract fourists).

You might ask why I'm so well informed? On alfernafe years | fake a number
of WWII Typhoon pilofs fo visit the graves of their fallen comrades in France and
on one such visit we went fo Vimoutiers where the above story unfolded. This
amazing sfory has appeared in the MVT Windscreen Magazine on numerous
occasions and | have included a picture of the two Typhoon pilots standing by
the fank taken in 2010.

Ken Kimel/

August 2012 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL 7



ONT

REGULAR: UP F
-—w

Universal Jeep S

With over 35 years experience of owning jeeps from
a very young age, Cliff seems fo have olive drab
paint running through his veins “Some say it must
be a real pleasure to have a job doing a hobby you
feel most passionate about. Some may say - it's not
a job at all when you love doing it'.

Twenty miles off M25°s junction fen, just on the
edge of the village of Milford, fucked away on a
small farm by the railway station, lies the empire of
Universal Jeep Supplies, where you'll find a freasure
frove of new and old stock, enthusiasts and staff
beavering away to get a Jeep resfored, serviced or
rebuilt with stories being told and memories
revisifed.

‘Whilst we pride ourselves on our expert
knowledge of Jeeps and all things WW?2 — it’s the
joy we have talking about it, sharing our memories
of shows, runs and trips out which is the best part.
Most of our cusfomers stay and share a fea and a
biscuit whilst browsing the racks for spares. Some
of our stock we haven't even opened yet - nor has
anyone; there are some items we have which have
lain unused ever since being packaged up at the
end of the war. \We opened a crafe of Ford gaskets
last year, and after a frenzy of bidding on eBay we
broke them up and sent them all over Europe, most
to collectors, one who was opening a museum of
early unopened GPW parts’

e, S

Universal Jeep Supplies has gained major
presence at all the main militaria shows all over the
UK. I think it's our family business and kind hearted
approach which has won the hearts of our loyal
customers’ Cliff says, and wife, Angela agrees: ‘the
whole household is involved in this - and our
passion runs throughout the family. Both the
children learnt to drive in the Ford GP, Lucy, 23,
runs the site, marketing, advertising and web-based
side part time, whilst our Michael, 20, picks and up
delivers customer’s vehicles - and helps in the
workshop beside his mechanics degree’. Lifelong
friends and fellow enthusiasts Ken, Dave and Simon
are on hand fo assist calls and questions - all jeep
owners themselves. Tony Sudds, the previous owner
who, in 2009 retired and sold the business to Cliff
is very much involved on a consulfation basis ‘Tony
is one of the greatest minds of Jeep knowledge out
there - a real assef fo the hobby'.

With customers in their 20's fo 80’s the old Jeep
market is still well and truly alive, and supplying
anywhere from Malta fo New Zealand on daily
basis, items really can be sent anywhere. A new
website with a shop function is also in the works for
this year and with the success of Cliff's Clear Out in
January they are announcing another later on in the
year ‘we gave the opportunity to our customers fo
sell their unwanted items whilst digging out ours,

\

_‘A

upplies

Unsveasar
G :

Suppties

completed with a tea and cake stall as standard of
course. 'it's a great day out - hundreds of people
arrived, we were overwhelmed by the support. The
entry proceeds to the site went to charity and we all
had great fun so we're doing it again on September
15th this year’

So if you've got a day spare, bomb on over fo
them at Marsh Farm, Stafion Lane, Milford, Surrey
GU8 HAE. All credit cards are accepted, but please
do ring ahead. And, Universal Jeep Supplies are
offering £5 off any order over £100 with this article
until July 22nd. Confact us on Tel: 01483 860403

MMI reader lan Hughes from West Sussex sent in a few photos of one if his foys. lan fells us that if's
a 1959 model Peferbilt 351, (originally fitted with a Hall Scoft petrol), but the truck was upgraded in
1983 by a Peterbilt main dealer fo include: 6x4 Drive with inter-axle power divider, Turbo, 445 bhp
Supercharged 92 series V8 Defroif, 2 stroke engine coupled fo a 13-speed fuller overdrive, and fitted
with aluminium cab and chassis. lan has been using the Peterbilt as a heavy hauler fo fransport
some of the other military vehicles in his collection fo various shows, but he’s apparently running out
of space and the truck has to go and relucfantly he’s put the fruck up for sale.

Our thanks fo lan for sending in the photos and best of luck selling this mighty ‘Tonka Toy” — Ed.
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If you like your steam, vintage or classic fracfors,
military vehicles, classic plant, classic commercials
and implements then the reduction sale on behalf of
Manor Park Farms and Dave & Pete Ingalls af
Market Rasen, Lincs is for you!

Cheffins are delighted to have been instructed fo sell
by public auction on Saturday 21st July 2012 a
proportion of a magnificent collection consisting of
over 100 tractors and crawlers.

Catalogues for this exciting sale will be available
two weeks prior fo the sale and will be online at
Cheffins.co.uk with images. For further details on
this and other sales please contact a member of
sfaff on 01223 213 777.

Brief highlights include:

Military:

FV432 armoured personnel carrier, Hagglund BV206

All Terrain Vehicle, GMC multi-fuel 6x4
communications vehicle, Bedford fuel tanker,
Bedford RLHZ ‘Green Goddess’, Austin Champ,
Supacat 6x6 Mk.2, 1986 Portsmouth Aviation Ltd
Type Mk.2 weapons loader.

Steam:

1916 Aveling & Porter 10-fon compound steam
roller, never been rallied, fAw scarifier, probably
needs a new firebox Eng No. 8726

Reg No. MP 238 5nhp

| el
Somefthing For Everyone

1929 Breloux of Neuers 8nhp Eng No. 1643
William Foster & Co Ltd threshing drum Sn. 7304
Ransomes Sims & Jefferies Ltd SD 48"

clover huller

Tractors:

Marshall Model M

Field Marshall S. Il and llla

County Four-Drive

1986 Ford 6610 Gen Il 3,008hrs
1982 Ford TW-10

1981 Ford TW-20

1984 Marshall 802 3,638hrs

1991 Track Marshall TM200 1,912, one owner
County loading shovel

County 1004 FC dumper

1983 Tranfor Mk.II ¢/w front loader, 2,413hrs
Barth K140 Mk.4 tracked trencher
¢.1967 Ford back hoe digger loader
1986 County 1004 FC

Track Marshall 110

1987 Track Marshall 135

¢.1973 IH 674 3,739hrs

1984 Marshall 804 4wd 4,742hrs
1980 Leyland 285 Synchro 3,313hrs
1977 Ford 8700

1984 Ford 8210 3,457hrs

1985 Marshall 302 2,780hrs
Fordson E27N P6
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Classic Plant:

MF 244 crawler front loader back actor

MF 244 crawler front loader back actor

Muir Hill dumper

Fordson Major County Fullirack c¢/w cab+blade
John Deere 350 loader crawler

Douglas/David Brown fug tractor

Fordson Major county Fullirack eyl

DB 50TD crawler loading shovel

Fordson Major County Fullirack CD50 swamp fractor
Thwaites Digger Dumper (2)

IH T00B SDeries Il crawler loading shovel
County FC 1004

County FC 1004 dumper fully restored

Fowler Challenger 33 c/w rear loader
Priestman and Ruston Bucyrus 10 and 20 Rb’s
CAT D6 4J

Track-Marshall 1700 crawler loader

Smalley 847 midi digger

CAT D8H 9h

CAT D7 7M

CAT D6 8U

Wright No. 40 trailed scraper

CAT 613 Elevating Scraper

IH 100 crawler loader

CAT D4

CAT D4 71

CAT D2

Bristol PD48 crawler loader



Allied Forces Founder Retires

Martin Hammond, a founder of Allied Forces -
specialists in the supply and repair of authentic
reproduction canvas items - retired on the 23rd
June. Martin, 65, founded the company in 1998
with Jim Clark who will continue fo run the
company on his own, which will now trade as
*Allied Forces Ltd.” and will continue to operate
from their premises. Neither Martin or Jim had
any experience in the manufacture and repair of
canvas products when the started out, in fact their
background was in car repairs, buf they soon
picked up the skills and since then the business
has gone from strength to strength having gained
a reputation for providing fop quality work af
reasonable prices. Martin does have a number of
projects he wants fo do in his retirement, which
include finishing his Diamond T wrecker, a WW2
Jeep and a 60’s Ford Mustang for his stepson, so
he’s unlikely fo be faking it easy in his refirement!
I've known Martin and Jim for many years,
and over that time they’'ve been most helpful with
ifems that have appeared in Military Machines
International and we would like to wish Martin all
the best in his retirement, he will be missed for
his attention to defail, and of course we wish Jim
continued success with Allied Forces Ltd.

REGULAR: UP FRONT
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Working lafe one night in the workshop with no
electricity, no HOT water and using a generator
to provide light, lan decided that there had fo be
a beffer way. Six months lafer he found the
answer and Showerking was born. Tankless,
porfable, instant hot water showers powered by
propane gas. Plug into a hosepipe or connect a
pump and water supply, connect the gas and
you're away. No pilot light, no electricity, no
hassle. Best of all? Under £150 plus VAT.
Simple fo use, easy fo install and not
expensive. You can aftach a jet wash and wash
down vehicles or parts at 140 degrees for a
deep clean. And of course, you can fake it on
the road with you as a camp shower, no more
queuing in the shower block! (Warning: we
cannot guarantee that you will get a go if you
have ladies in the camp, they fend fo hog it)
Who uses them? Anyone that needs hot water
without new pipework or a plumber and want a
fast, easy, inexpensive solution; oufside event
caterers; animal owners; fishermen; builders;
campers; window cleaners; and homeowners
who want hot water for guests without the
expense of re-plumbing the whole house.
Showerking do hot water sysfems that are small
and porfable and only need an LPG fank and
water either in a container or a hose, there are
inside and outside models and they need no
electricity. They cost from £159.00 to £179.00
inc VAT and delivery and they come with a UK
CE Safety certificate, 37 milibar regulator, hose
and shower head. For details go to:
www.showerking.co.uk

Making a Splash'

Markings
Explained

In our coverage of the Witham Specialist Vehicles’
MoD tender sale back in the May 2012 issue |
asked about the purpose of the white parallel
markings on the CVR(T) Commander’s cupola that
was listed in the sale. Robin Craig of the Union
Jack Collection in Canada has since emailed me
with the answer.

According fo Robin the cupola is used on the
CVR(T) Stormer HVM firing post and CVR(T)
Stormer TRV. Robin fells us that he has a Stormer
TRV and has spoken with a member of a unit thaf
still has them in service who fold him that the
markings on the fop allows the firing post fo
acquire a farget that the commander is looking at.

Our thanks fo Robin for getting in fouch and for

answering my question — Ed.
ﬁ
A
x|

-

4

August 2012 MILITARY MACHINES INTERNATIONAL 11



eleases

Seaforth Publishing Book

We have two superb new releases from Seaforth Publishing (an imprint of Pen &
Sword Books Publishing) this month, both relating to World War Two German
naval subjects. The first is an stunning 432-page fome entitled ‘German Capital
Ships of the Second World War” by Siegfried Breyer and Miroslaw Skwiot. The
large format hardback book is crammed with over 700 photographs, with around
100 images dedicated fo each of the ships covered. Additional illustrations
supplement the photos, all of which offers the reader a truly in-depth look at
Germany’s best known Capital ships of the war. The ships covered include the
likes of the Deutschland/Lutzow, Admiral Scheer, Admiral Graf Spee, Scharnhorst,
Gneisenau, Bismark, Tirpiz and the aircraft carrier Graf Zeppelin.

Making use of new photographic material that has come fo light in recent
years, the seven capital ships are described in infimate detail, with the authors
looking af each aspect of the vessel, from construction and launch to service life,
battle repairs, modifications and life onboard for the crews of these iconic
battleships. The book ‘German Capital Ships of the Second World War” by
Siegfried Breyer and Miroslaw Skwiot (ISBN 9781848321434) has a
recommended retfail price of £45.00, but is well worth the investment if the
subject matter appeals fo you. For further details see:
www.seaforthpublishing.com or www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

The second of the new releases from Seaforth Publishing this month, is this
superb 210-page book entitled ‘Type VII - Germany’s Most Successful U-Boats” by
Marek Kryszfalowicz. The large format hardback book is lavishly illustrafed with
320 photographs and 100 3D colour images describing various aspects of the
Type VII's design, examples of which are shown here. Defailed scale drawings
and plans are also provided within the book, offering the level of in-depth
information often sought by hisforians and model makers researching this most
popular wartime German submarine. In addifion to photos describing the daily life
of the crew onboard these U-boats, both inside and out, the book looks af the
service life of the U-Boat and the various design changes and improvements the
Type VII underwent during it's service life. The book covers the six major variants
of the 650 vessels fo have been built, with the first of the Type VlIs being
completed in the mid 1930’s and production continuing right up until the closing
stages of the Second World War.

The book ‘Type VII - Germany’s Most Successful U-Boats” by Marek
Krysztalowicz (ISBN 9781848321410) has a recommended refail price of
£40.00 and is available through specialist book sellers. For further details see:
www.seaforthpublishing.com or www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

To round off our additional book review coverage for this month (more reviews
can be found in our regular ‘On The Shelf’ feature on pages 90 and 91 of this
issue) we have this new book release from well-known German publishers,
Tankograd Publishing, which covers what is undoubtedly going to be an
extremely popular subject, namely "British Military Trucks of World War Two'.

The book, by Les Freathy, who's name you may recognise from various
articles and features in MMI, looks at the manufacturers, types, variants and
service of frucks serving with the British Army and Royal Air Force between 1939
and 1945. As such this A4 format hardback book is a hefty fome, comprising of
256-pages, packed with 680 black and white archive images describing what
appears fo be every conceivable British fruck from the wartime period, with many
trucks featured that I've never seen before! No less than twenty-three different fruck
manufacturers are covered in this book, with additional chapters on Lend-Lease
trucks, Canadian contributions and frailers.

This book looks sef fo become a classic “bible” of British military frucks for
followers of wartime British frucks, so grab your copy now before it's sold out!
‘British Military Trucks of World War Two” (ISBN 9783936519297) refails af a
very reasonable £34.99 and this and the rest of the Tankograd Publishing range
is distribufed in the UK through Bookworld Wholesale Ltd. for defails see:
www.bookworldws.co.uk
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Specialist military vehicle insurance
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www.mod-sales.com
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EPS Springer ATV LHD 1.1 ton payload, 2 seater left hand drive configura- Alvis CVRT Shielder, Tracked Armoured load carrier with flat bed platform, The flat bed
tion, 4x2 , fitted Lombardini 1.4 litre diesel engine and 2 speed forward and can adopted for a wide range of roles such as logistic carrier, bridge layer repair / recovery

2 reverse CVT, 1.4 litre Lombardini diesel engine, etc, Year 2009, Mileage and towing. Built to a high specification the vehicle hull is composed of aluminium armour to
from 100 kms, Excellent Condition, Price £12,500 (75 Available) protect the crew, etc, Mileage from 500, Excellent condition, Price PO.A (20 Available)

Perkins Turbo Diesel Engine, Good condition.
Guide price from £12,500 (5 Available)

T . S
Steyr Puch Pinzgauer 6x6, Model 718 right hand drive (RHD), Ambulance fit-
ted UVG fully insulated body with side door and twin rear doors.

6 cylinder 2.4 litre VW Turbo Diesel engine and 4 speed forward 1 reverse au-
tomatic transmission, etc, Mileage from 26,000, Very good condition,

Guide price from £29,500 (4 Available)

WITHAM(SPECIALIST VEHICLES) LTD

UK Sales and Marketing Agent for all Ministry of Defence Vehicles and Mobile Plant.
Address & contact details: Honey Pot Lane, Colsterworth, Grantham NG33 5LY. TEL: 01476 861361 - FAX: 01476 861441 FOLLOW US

EMAIL: sales@mod-sales.com B3 or Faceook

Land Rover 90, 110 RHD & LHD, MOD spec, 2.5 Diesel N/A engine Reynolds Boughton RB 44 Truck Cab Pickup R.H.D, Permanent 4x4, 5

(some reconditioned), 5 speed Gearbox, Hi/Low Transfer Gearbox, Diff speed g/box, hi/lo box differential Lock, power steering, carries 2250 kgs,
Lock, Mileages from 50,000, Choice of Hard top and Soft top available, Perkins Phaser 110T T/Diesel engine, Mileage from 37,000,
Guide price for RHD from £2,500, Guide price for LHD from £3,500 Guide price from £3,750

(50 Available) (100 Available)
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- and reliable. After seeing
service during the Great War the |
famous Rolls-Royce armoured car

was modified for continued use
in the more desolate parts of the
British Empire right up until the
beginning of World War Two.
Introduced in 1914 the
Rolls-Royce armoured car saw
service on the Western Front,
Gallipoli, North Africa,
Russia, Middle East, Ireland
and India. The design
proved to be a success and
with large numbers of
modifications having been
made, 76 of them were
still in service up until
1941 serving in the
Western desert, Syria and Iran.
The first Rolls-Royce to go to war
was a touring car in the service of the
he Rolls-Royce armoured car Royal Naval Air Service which along
really must be a candidate for with a Mercedes car were given some
the most attractive military rudimentary boiler plate armour and
vehicle ever made. Built upon the were used from September 1914 to

Ti m G os I i N g I oo k s at Rolls-Royce 40/50 HP chassis (better harass the advancing Germans and to

known as the “Silver Ghost” although rescue any pilots who had been forced

the 1920 & 19249 this name was not recognised by Rolls-  to land away from the British lines.

Royce until 1925), its six-cylinder, Under Commander Samson a small
Pattern Rolls-R oy ce 7036¢c engine was both excepti.onallly ﬂ'eiet of an?loure(?ars and .loie_‘s with s

A

Top left: the Tank Museum g-: - ﬁ -z
af Bovington has one of the ; a2

[ . o
few surviving examples.of i |
the Rolls Royce ormocti]r? - -t-:_'?_.
% L
R R )

Main photo right: these ':,‘_;_—__-‘._ we
four 1920 pattern Rolls- i

Royces have been clearly _'L_; .
marked as AC1 fo 4 and on "
three the names ‘Despafch’, .~ "= e
‘Dauntless’ and ’Drag%vn\ AT
can be seen. 1!

s
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250 Royal Marines successfully
delayed the advancing Germans
allowing the allied troops to withdraw
in good order. The armoured cars had
performed very well but the change to
trench warfare from the fluid war
limited their potential use on the
Western front.

THE 1914 PATTERN

In September 1914 all available Rolls-
Royce 40/50 HP chassis were
requisitioned by the Admiralty for

R

conversion into armoured cars and
became known as the 1914 pattern
armoured car. Instead of its luxurious
body an armoured body was fitted with
a rotating turret mounting a Vickers-
Maxim machine gun. The addition of
the armour raised the weight to nearly
4-tons, which necessitated the fitting of
stronger springs and twin rear wheels
although these all had thin metal
spokes as used on the touring cars.
Behind the turret was an open tray that
contained lockers for tools and other
equipment. The six-cylinder petrol

Top left: photographed in
1923, *Anne’ is a 1920
patfern armoured car
receiving a clean.

Top right: the Vickers
machine guns on the
Type 24’s were fittled with

- a spherical mount, which

‘offered greafer protection

 for the gunner and
improved his aim.

(Photo - James Payne)

Above: the officer who
selected the names for the
armoured cars was
obviously running out of
ideas when he selected

‘A N Other’ for this 1920
Pattern Rolls-Royce.




“engine gave the Rolls a top speed of
nearly S0mph, but as the fuel
consumption was only 10 miles per
gallon in good conditions the range
was limited to 150 miles.

It has often been claimed that the
1914 pattern Rolls—Royce was the best

Above: the crew have fitted
double wheels on the front
axle to help get through the
sand - sadly without success!
(Photo - James Payne)

A T
1 k‘ﬂ‘k;?;- T ""

2 Top Heavy Tr'oubles
-2:%: The heavy turret raised the cenfre of gravity and it did not take much
fo cause the armoured car fo roll over. Here we have an unusual
view of the running gear of a Type 24. The front axle looks rather
spindly fo carry such a large weight. (Photos - James Payne)
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armoured car of the First World War
and while this may well have been the
case, it wasn’t best suited to the static
warfare and muddy conditions of the
Western Front. Two squadrons of
Rolls-Royce were sent to Gallipoli
although the fighting was just as static
as the Western Front and the armoured
cars spent most of their time hidden in
deep trenches to avoid Turkish shells,
although it is claimed that they were
successful in using grapples to rip out
a section of Turkish barbed wire prior
to an assault.

It was in the more remote locations
where the Rolls-Royce really made a
name for itself. The use of Rolls-
Royce armoured cars by Lt Col TE
Lawrence during the Arab revolt
against the Turks is legendary, and he
referred to them as being “more
valuable than rubies”.

August 2012

Another opportunity for the Rolls-
Royces to demonstrate their worth
occurred when the crew and
passengers of the stricken ship the SS
Tara were captured by Sanussi
tribesmen and a small force including
nine Rolls-Royce armoured cars
travelled 120 miles through enemy
territory to rescue them.

THE 1920 PATTERN

In 1920 the War Department required
additional armoured cars and with the
1914 pattern Rolls-Royce having
performed so well a modified version
was ordered. These new armoured cars
looked very similar but had a number
of subtle differences. The spoked
wheels were replaced with metal disc
wheels that would take a wider tyre
and while the turret retained the same
shape, was taller by one inch. It was,
however, still rotated by the gunner
bracing himself hard against it and
using his strength to turn it around.
The 1914 pattern had obviously had
trouble with cooling in the Middle
East so the radiator now had a larger
header tank and the armoured doors in
front of the radiator were fitted with
louvres to improve airflow. The crew
were not neglected as a mechanically
driven air pump (running from the
magneto drive shaft) was fitted to keep
the temperature down in the fighting
compartment.

THE A Type

Much like the British Army today, the

post-WW1 British Army had to reduce
costs and still maintain a presence in a




BATTLEFIELD ROYALTY

number of “hot spots” around the
Empire. In order to do this they took
the armoured bodies from some 1914
pattern Rolls-Royce’s and fitted them
on to new chassis. The only obvious
difference between the A type and the
1914 pattern was that its wheels were
now discs as opposed to the metal
spoke wheels, which had taken a
narrower tyre. However, even these
wider tyres proved to be inadequate in
sandy conditions and a Rolls-Royce
Type A Modified was introduced that
took a larger commercial type tyre.

THE 1924 PATTERN

Seeking further armoured cars the War
Department placed an order for more
Rolls-Royces. These were known as
the 1924 pattern and had a number of
modifications from its predecessor.
The most obvious of the differences
being the turret which no longer had
the slopes on the sides, but they did
have a large cupola for the
commander. This would provide a
little more room and much improved
vision for the commander through the
slits at the base. The Vickers machine
gun was now fitted in a spherical
mounting, which allowed the gunner
greater freedom of movement and
therefore aim.

The bodywork appeared to be much
the same but it did have a few subtle
differences. The armour plate just in
front of the drivers viewing port was
an entirely different shape and the
armoured car was now five inches
shorter than the 1920 pattern. These
modifications came at a cost though.
The car was now a ton heavier than the

f e r——
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original 1914 pattern, 700cwt more
than the 1920 pattern and the top
speed was now 45mph as opposed to
60mph on the 1914 pattern and 50mph
on the 1920 pattern.

BerweeN THE WARS

The period following the end of the
First World War and before the second
started was far from peaceful and the
military presence across the Empire
had to be maintained but with reduced
manpower and resources. The Rolls-
Royce armoured cars had proven to be
very useful tools, being able to quickly
cover large areas of open territory and
lay down an impressive firepower
when required. Therefore they were
ideally suited to the open expanses of

_wwuThe more-eagle-eyed amongst you will spot no less than six
different types of fyre on these three 1920 patfern Rolls-Royces!

Above: this Type Ais a 1914
pattern on @ new chassis and
with disc wheels fo replace
the spoke ones.

(Photo - James Payne)

Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and Syria where
they were used for “Policing” duties.
At the outbreak of World War Two,
76 of the Rolls-Royce armoured cars
were still in service. Some of these
received the further modification of
being fitted onto a Fordson chassis and

=
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Rolls-Royce Recovery |
Having driven too close fo the edge of the road, this A Type has
rolled over. Luckily a Vickers Medium fank is on hand to effect a |-

recovery, which is a greaf source of interest for the watching
crowd. (Photos - James Payne)

B.
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= E’f ~ Above: these Type 24
| Rolls-Royces are receiving
routine maintenance. A pair of
Vickers Medium tanks can be
seen in the background.
(Photo - James Payne)

Below: photographed early
morning, the crews of these
Type 24’s are packing up and
geffing ready to move on.
(Photo - James Payne)

Bottom: as can be seen the
cupola on the Type 24 will
provide the commander with a
much improved view.

(Photo - James Payne)

in some instances received an
enlarged turret, which could now also
hold a Boys anti-tank rifle. Although
this now allowed them to take on
some of the more lightly armoured
axis vehicles they were now totally
outclassed and by 1941 they were
withdrawn from front line service.
One location where the Rolls-
Royces were sent not so far from
home was Ireland. The “Irish War of
Independence” started in 1919 and the
Rolls Royces were used by the British
there until 1922 when an Irish free

e

state was formed. At this stage the
British withdrew but left behind 13
Rolls-Royce armoured cars (12 of
which were the 1920 pattern) for the
newly formed Irish National Army.
The Rolls-Royces were not to rest for
long though as the following year the
Irish Civil War broke out, which
would last for twelve months when the
Republicans stopped their campaign.
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These Rolls-Royces were kept in
Irish service long past their best sell by
date. Difficulty in funding or even
finding a suitable replacement
prevented their disposal. It was as late
as 1954 when the 12 Rolls-Royces had
their armour removed and were
disposed of. The 13th Rolls-Royce
was kept by the Irish Army and
currently resides at the Curragh in
County Kildaire, you can read more
about this on page 26 of this issue.

One of the 12 that was sold has
been restored with a replica 1920
pattern body and was recently offered
for sale. There is sadly only the one
survivor of the 1914 pattern, which
resides at the Armoured Corps
museum at Ahmednagar in India and
unfortunately is in poor condition.
Perhaps the best known of the
survivors is the 1920 pattern model
that survives at Bovington Tank
Museum. It served in Ireland,
Shanghai and also Egypt and having
been so very well travelled, it is one of
the museum’s most prized exhibits.
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v Russian 251 Grozdilka choice of 7 in this country £27,000 s
ORI Tryr before you buy don’t risk your money abroad!

Ferret Armoured Cars - choice of 4 £4-7,000
| B . S5RDM-1 - several available from £10-14,000
LT P V@T?Stallw\ts choice of 14 from £5,000
)\lbbot choice,of 9 from 214-25 ;000
e “Dodge WC 1941 - £3] 1300
: Chieftains - from £25,000
432’s - choice of 30, road registered, from £7,500

v Hagglund